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PARAGRAPH 1 : 

This application incorporates herein by reference Patent Application Serial Number 10/038.315. 
« (Sony IPD50R1 873). filed concurrently herewith, by Hiroshi Hara, entitled A 
SYNCHRONIZATION NETWORK, SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR SYNCHRONIZING AUDIO. 
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1. (currently amended) A method for providing audio in an audio/video network comprising said 
m e thod oompriooo : 

providing an audio signal and a video signal to a first device in the audio/video network; 
decoding high definition audio and standard definition audio in the first device: and 
proc e s s ing decoding at least a high definition portion of said video signal in a second device. 

2. (original) A method for providing audio in an audio/video network as recited in Claim 1, wherein 
providing an audio signal and a video signal to a first device in the audio/video network comprises: 

processing said audio signal in said first device; and 

delivering said video signal from said first device to said second device. 

3. (original) A method for providing audio in an audio/video network as recited in Claim 2 > wherein 
processing said audio signal in said first device comprises decoding said audio signal in said first device. 

4. (original) A method for providing audio in an audio/video network as recited in Claim 3, wherein 
said method further comprises storing a decoded audio signal in a first buffer in said first device. 

5. (currently amended) A method for providing audio in an audio/video network as recited in 
Claim 4, wherein said first device is selected from the group consisting of a set top box, an audio/video receiver; 
and any equivalent computing dovioe(s) . 
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6. (original) A method for providing audio in an audio/video network as recited in Claim 2> wherein 
delivering said video signal from said first device to said second device comprises utilizing at least one means for 
connecting said first device to said second device selected from the group consisting of a USB protocol, an IEEE 
1394 protocol, a RS-232C protocol, a wireless format, DM, DMI, Cat. 5, telephone line, power line, and an IrDA 
protocol. 


8. (currently amended) A method for providing audio in an audio/video network as recited in Claim [£7J] 
I, wherein said method further comprises storing a decoded video signal in a second buffer in said second device. 


9. (original) A method for providing audio in an audio/video network as recited in Claim 8, wherein 
said method further comprises synchronizing an output of a first buffer with an output of said second buffer. 


1 0. (currently amended) An audio/video network comprising: 


a second device configured to decode a video signal in_high definition format, said first device in 
electrical communication with said second device to receive decoded audio and encoded video therefrom . 


7. (canceled). 


a first device configured to decode an audio signal in standard definition and high definition 


format : and 
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1 i. (original) An audio/video network as recited in Claim 10, wherein said first device includes a first 
decoder configured to decode said audio signal. 

1 2. (original) An audio/video network as recited in Claim 1 1 , wherein said first device further includes 
a first buffer configured to store a decoded audio signal. 

13. (original) An audio/video network as recited in Claim 10, wherein said second device includes a 
second decoder configured to decode said video signal. 

14. (original) An audio/video network as recited in Claim 13, wherein said second device further 
includes a second buffer configured to store a decoded video signal. 

15. (original) An audio/video network as recited in Claim 14, further comprising at least one 
synchronization circuit in electrical communication with a first buffer and said second buffer. 

16. (currently amended) An audio/video network as recited in Claims 1 5, wherein at least one 
means for electrical communication between said first device and said second device selected from the group 
consisting of a [[a]] USB protocol, an IEEE 1394 protocol, a RS-232C protocol, a wireless format, DVI, DMI, Cat 
5, telephone line, power line, and an IrDA protocol. 
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1 7. (currently amended) An audio/video system comprising compris e s : 
a first device, including a standard signal decoder; 

a second device, including a high definition signal decoder, said first device in electrical 
communication with said second device; and 

at least one peripheral device in electrical communication with said first device and said second 

device. 

1 8. (original) An audio/video system as recited in Claim 1 7, wherein said first device further includes 
a first buffer in electrical communication with said standard signal decoder, said first buffer in electrical 
communication with said second device. 

19. (original) An audio/video system as recited in Claim 1 8, wherein said second device further includes 
a second buffer in electrical cornrnunication with said high definition signal decoder, said second buffer in 
electrical communication with said first device, said first buffer and said second buffer further in electrical 
communication with said peripheral device. 

20. (currently amended) An audio/video system as recited in Claim 1 % wherein said peripheral 
device is selected from the group consisting of an audio/video amplifier, a VCR> a DVD player/recorde r, and any 
other digital audio/vid e o d e vic e (s) . 
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2 1 . (original) An audio/video system as recited in Claim 1 9 wherein said peripheral device includes a 
synchronization circuit in electrical communication with said first buffer and said second buffer. 

22. (currently amended) An audio/video system as recited in Claim 2 1 , wherein at least one means 
for electrical communication selected from the group consisting of a [fa]] USB protocol, an IEEE 1394 protocol, 
a RS-232C protocol, a wireless format, DV1, DMI, Cat 5, telephone line, power line, and an IrDA protocol. 
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